My Light Bulb Moment

In each issue, Designing Titnes speaks with a new home design expert who offers
an idea or experience to help other designers work more effectively with homeowners
and increase their productivity. For this issue, Designing Times spoke with Jaimi Julian
Thompson, president of Artisan Design Group in San Diego, California, who was happy to
share her “light bulb moment.” Share your “light bulb moment” at feedback@designingtms.com,
to be featured in _future issues.

Breaking into the condominium market offers great opportunity but there are also obstacles and
challenges to be aware of. | have found that urban development is often more expensive than
suburban:development. This premium can be very intimidating to home buyers; which is where my
“light bulb” mement comes in.
It's very important to walk your heme buyer through the process of urban development and explain
what the additional premiums are early on in the process. The builder.is not simply increasing the cost
because urban development is a hassle, but because urban development is simply more time consuming and challenging
for the builders.
There are a lot of logistical issues that comelalong with building downtown. You can't pull a truck up and unload, you

have to schedule times for the elevators and it's critical to assemble items indoors while protecting common areas.

Also, the buildings often have rules that keep the work crews from working a full eight hours each day.

It is important for the home buyer to understand these premiums early on in the design process. Frame

these premiums with the luxuries of urban living so that your home buyers understand the increased

cost and are more patient with the process.

-Jaimi Julian Thompson, Artisan Design Group




