A STAINMASTER"cARrP

designing;

I DESIGNER

Opportunities and Challenges
in the Residential High-Rise Market

While utban condominium living is nothing
new to markets such as New York

Chicago

or San Francisca, it is now prevalent in areas
Southern California, Las Vegas, Denver,
Phoenix/Scottsdale, Atlanta and South Florida,

Over the past few years this urban lifestyle has

continued to attract a more diverse group of
buyers who want the convenience of city living,
minimized commute time and the amenities
and luxuries offered by most condominiums,
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designers in the condo

market" said Hunter
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account manager of the
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into the city where luxury
condominiums are being built,
offering designers a much greater

opportunity to sell upgrad

Chicago has seen substantial growth in the
construction of luxury condos over the past
year and a half with a mix of empty nesters,

baby boomers and young professionals

purchasing them.“Many buyers are laoking for

luxury products they may not have been able to

afford in their past home,” said Johnston.?
The Las Veg

exploded. Rob Schnakenberg, division manag

for the Pacific North Division of INVISTA,

said, At one point in 2006 there were 19

s condominium market has also

se sites. The

proposed residential high-

condominium market offers designers the
opportunity to work in a non-traditional option

selecnion setting. A large percentage of urban
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design centers in Phoenix and Las Vegas are

located in high-rise buildings

While there are opportunities for designers in

new construction, remodeling and fiurnishing

ts in the condominium market, there are

proj
several obstacles to be aware of. “Home buyers
often have to visualize their condominiums
based on the blueprints and are not able to look
at a model home. Also, coordination and access

res|

aints in downtown high-rises are significant

factors for builders. Issues such as parking,

clevator usage and the loading and

assembling of materials add
additional time constraints
that lead to an increase in
costs for urban
development,” said
Jaimi Julian

Thompson, president

of Artisan Design
Group, an exclusively

ter in

urban design ce

San Diego, California.

Left: The Glass House Lofts
at Riverstone Park in Denver.

Right: Downtown Atlanta skyline.

According to Schnakenberg,
“Designers must be able to present
the value of the materials and
design to the high-rise home
buyer to address the challenges
that arise duc to the growing
cost of high-rise
developments”

These challenges can also
be met by a designer wha is
intimately familiar with the
urban high-rise process.*Take
advantage of the things that
you can do in pre-
construction,” said Thompson.
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“When designers understand the challenges

they will face with urban development they can

educate home buyers to make the right

decision for their homes the first time, avoiding

costly renovation projects”

As the high-rise market tghtens, builders will

begin to offer more options and the need for
urban options will grow. "We have the same
ance in the condominium market today

resi
that we had from contactors with single family
home building 20 years ago: however, now
options are the builder’s cost of admission into
the new home construction market. We will
options in the downtown

begin to sce simi
high-rise market,” said Thompson
“When designers are ntroduced to this

market they have to be willing to learn the

differences and the needs of urban homeowners

and they will find great potential for growth
Urban living is a choice that is becoming
increasingly popular for first and second homes.

This is a trend that is here to stay,” said

Thormpson.




